
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

YMCA of Greater Cleveland 
 
  
Your Project Title: Using the Arts to Stimulate Recovery from Addiction at Y-Haven 

Your Project Summary: The YMCA of Greater Cleveland proposes to launch two arts-based programs at 

its Y-Haven campus: a choir and an art therapy studio. These programs will harness the restorative power 

of the arts to stimulate healing for Y-Haven residents, a population at risk due to drug and alcohol 

dependency. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal gives valuable insight and awareness of 

social issues concerning homelessness. The applicants proposal budget is clear and includes details of 

leveraging professional services as in-kind donations. The proposal clearly states how the project will be 

carried out, organizational support, and community partners such as hospitals, social services, and existing 

agencies. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates strong artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

The activities are clearly defined and led by qualified artistic personnel. Organizational Capacity - The 

application demonstrates strong organizational capacity. Although a pilot program, the applicant has a 

significant track record in successful program design and implementation.Public Benefit - The application 

demonstrates strong public benefit. Not only are the activities designed to bring about positive change in 

the participants (the support material was compelling), the applicant will be working directly with the 

community to be served to design project activities which is notable. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that YMCA of Greater Cleveland successfully meet the funding 

criteria through their proposal Using the Arts to Stimulate Recovery from Addiction at Y-Haven. They 

especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the community. Their choir and 

art therapy studio demonstrate a direct responds to their community needs. They use the knowledge of 

their community to drive their healing recovering men and women through art work.They have built or are 

building meaningful relationships with residents and community partners. They are accessible and inviting 

to their community and will be free and open to the public. They appear to have organizational capacity to 

plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have an engaged board, staff, and core group of 

volunteers. They will measure progress through attendance to events and activities as well as survey. Their 

budget is realistic and appropriate for the project; The match requirement is clearly demonstrated from their 

general operating funds as well as in kind volunteer support. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I love that this project starts from such a grassroots orientation – the plan starts with cultivating 

interest among participants and engaging THEM in the creation of the programs. This indicates a desire to 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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work with and respond to the intended community. The organization also understands the plight of their 

community served – the community is dealing with many complex issues and the organization has 

developed this creative, arts-based program to help address those specific issues. All of the above are 

demonstrations of the public benefit of this program. The vibrancy of the project is also sound: the project 

is structured to inspire, challenge, and push the participants to think differently and creatively and address 

their issues in a creative way. Qualified professionals will plan and execute the project including a choir 

manager, art therapist, arts educator, and the head of alcohol, drug addiction and mental health services, 

and more. The organization is large and financially stable, has many committed staff working on the project, 

and seems to have the capability to track metrics and evaluate their progress. So organizational capacity 

is clear to me. Important and timely project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The applicant successfully 

illustrated the need and public benefit (both its residents and peripheral community) of integrating arts into 

its drug and alcohol recovery program. Details such as how many residents were interested in visual 

arts/arts therapy or music/choir, prior to the launching of the program would have supported the proposal; 

such details would have further elevated the power of resident feedback in the designing of the program. 

Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: Piloting two programs is ambitious. Of the two programs the choir seems to be 

the more supported/developed of the two. The art therapy studio instructors appear qualified but the 

applicant "expects" and "assumes" the volunteer/in-kind commitments will be kept. This uncertainty could 

affect the artistic vibrancy of the studio and program overall. Organizational Capacity: I have confidence in 

the applicant's ability to meet its stated goal of 40 participants for the first round of its two new programs. It 

was unclear how the organization planned to afford the programs beyond the grant period and the 

organization's general operating funds. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

 

Panelist 5 
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